
City of York Council Committee Minutes 

Meeting Cabinet 

Date 16 July 2013 

Present Councillors Alexander (Chair), Crisp, 
Cunningham-Cross, Levene, Looker, Merrett, 
Simpson-Laing (Vice-Chair) and Williams 

In attendance Councillors Barton, Cuthbertson and 
Runciman   

 
 

PART B - MATTERS REFERRED TO COUNCIL 
 

31. CAPITAL PROGRAMME OUTTURN 2012/13 AND 
REVISIONS TO THE 2013/14 – 2017/18 PROGRAMME  
 
[See also Part A minute] 
 
Consideration was given to a report which set out the capital 
programme outturn position, including any under or overspends 
details of the overall funding of the programme together with an 
update on the impact of this on future years. 
 
An outturn of £46.476m was reported compared to the approved 
budget of £57.281m, financed by £21.227m of external funding 
and £36.054 of internal funding, a variation of £10.805m, of 
which £10.4457m had been reprofiled to future years. Details of 
the variances for individual departments along with requests for 
reprofiling were set out at Table 1 and paragraphs 8 to 31 of the 
report. 
 
Information was provided on the Economic Infrastructure Fund 
with an overall value of £28.5 covering a 5 year period with 
schemes committed to a value of £17.663m, detailed at Annex 
B. 
 
Updates on the 2013/14-2017/18 Capital Programme were 
reported at Table 2 and Annex A, with further details at 
paragraphs 39 to 43 and the projected Capital Programme 
financing for this period reported at Table 4. It was confirmed 
that close monitoring of the overall funding position was being 



undertaken by the Director of Customer and Business Support 
Services with any issues being reported back to Cabinet. 
 
The Cabinet Member referred to the reprofiling of funds, part of 
which included delays in DfT approval for the Access York 
scheme. The West Offices development was however still 
expected to be under spent and on time a significant 
achievement. 
 
Following further discussion it was 
 
RECOMMENDED:        That Council agree to the restated 

2013/14 to 2017/18 programme of 
£203.295m as summarised in Table 3 
and detailed in Annex A of the report. 

 
REASON: To allow the continued effective financial 

management of the capital programme 
from 2013/14 to 2017/18. 

 
32. COMBINED AUTHORITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW AND 

SCHEME  
 
Members considered a report which confirmed the next steps 
for the City of York Council in becoming a non-constituent 
member of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, in order to 
improve transport and economic activity. 
 
As it was not currently legally possible for York to become a full 
constituent member, non-constituent membership was proposed 
in the interim which would allow a degree of decision making 
powers. 
 
In order to secure Government approval for a Combined 
Authority the West Yorkshire Local Authorities were required to 
undertake a statutory review of economic and transport 
functions, details of which were set out at paragraphs 8 to16 
and at Annex A of the report. The proposal for the Combined 
Authority, legally known as a “Scheme”, prepared for the 
approval of the Secretary of State was shown at Annex B, 
which, if agreed, could result in the Combined Authority being 
created by April 2014.   
 
Further information on the Scheme and supporting structures 
were reported at paragraphs 21 to 25 with timescales for future 



decisions at paragraph 28. The legal implications and risks of 
the Council not becoming a member were also reported. 
 
The Leader confirmed a change in the report recommendation, 
in that the recommendations required Council approval. The 
Cabinet Member reiterated the importance of membership of the 
Authority and the gains for economic growth and receipt of 
transport funding for the city. 
  
RECOMMENDED: That Council agree to: 
 

(i)  Note and support the findings of the 
West Yorkshire Review, set out in 
Annex A of the report, including that a 
Combined Authority for the area of 
West Yorkshire, and ultimately including 
the City of York, would be likely to 
improve: 

 
§ the exercise of statutory functions 

relating to economic development, 
regeneration and transport in the 
area; 

§ the effectiveness and efficiency of 
transport in the area; and 

§ the economic conditions in the 
area. 

 
(ii)   Consider and support the proposed 

Scheme for establishing a West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority, pursuant 
to Section 109(2) of the Local 
Democracy, Economic Development 
and Construction Act (LDEDCA) 2009. 

 
(iii)   Confirm consent for the City of York 

Council to becoming a non-constituent 
member of the West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority, pending assurance 
from proposed constituent members as 
to the decisions on which CYC as a 
non-constituent member will be given 
voting rights. 

 



(iv)   Authorise the Chief Executive, in 
consultation with the Leader and with 
the other West Yorkshire Authorities to 
undertake such steps as are necessary 
to facilitate the submission of the 
Scheme and CYC’s non-constituent 
membership of the resulting Combined 
Authority.  

 
(v)   Pursue full membership for City of York 

Council, and to consider the full details 
of this full membership as and when it 
becomes possible for the Council to join 
as a full member. 

 
 
REASON: To secure greater influence over and 

opportunity for investment in infrastructure in 
the City of York. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr James Alexander, Chair 
[The meeting started at 5.30 pm and finished at 8.15 pm]. 


